
 
Christ Church C of E Primary School 

Religious Education 
Intent 

This syllabus is designed to support Church of England schools within the Southwark Diocese in developing and delivering excellence in RE. It responds to 
research in high quality RE, national calls for deepening pupils’ knowledge about religions and for developing their ‘religious literacy’ and SDBE work in RE. 
The syllabus is sequenced through systematic units, focused on one religion, and thematic units which build on learning by comparing the religions, beliefs 
and practices. The syllabus comprises teaching units for the teaching of Christianity at Reception, Key Stage 1 (KS1) and Key Stage 2 (KS2) and the study of 
other principal world religions and worldviews in KS1 and KS2. Pupils encounter core concepts in religions and beliefs in a coherent way, developing their 

understanding and their ability to handle questions of religion and belief. The teaching and learning approach also has three disciplinary lenses or ‘ways of 
knowing’ (believing, thinking, living), which are woven together as golden threads to provide breadth and balance within teaching and learning about 

religions and beliefs, underpinning the aims of RE. Believing, relating to theological approaches, thinking, relating to more philosophical approaches and 
living, sociological approaches. Teaching and learning in the classroom will encompass all three elements, allowing for overlap between elements as suits 

the religion, concept and question being explored. These elements set the context for open exploration of religion and belief. They offer a structure 
through which pupils can encounter diverse religious traditions alongside non-religious worldviews. The elements present a broad and flexible strategy that 

allows for different traditions to be treated with integrity. These elements offer a route through each unit while also allowing for a range of questions 
reflecting different approaches, for example, from religious studies, philosophy, sociology, ethics and theology. 

 
Identifying and making sense of core religious and 
non-religious beliefs and concepts; understanding 

what these beliefs mean within their traditions; 
recognising how and why sources of authority (such as 
texts) are used, expressed and interpreted in different 

ways, and developing skills of interpretation. 

 
Evaluating, reflecting on and connecting the beliefs 
and practices studied; allowing pupils to challenge 
ideas studied, and the ideas studied to challenge 
pupils’ thinking; discerning possible connections 
between these and pupils’ own lives and ways of 

understanding the world. 

 
Examining how and why people put their beliefs into 

action in diverse ways, within their everyday lives, 
within their communities and in the wider world 

Implementation 
The RE units outline a journey of learning that is enquiry-based and is framed around questions based on core concepts and key knowledge. An overall enquiry question 

opens up the content to be studied with one or two smaller questions for each lesson, each focusing on learning through the lens of believing (theological;) thinking, 
(philosophical;) or living, (sociological.) Each unit comes with a sequence of learning using and following the enquiry cycle: engage, enquire and explore, evaluate and 
express.  In our syllabus, the teaching units reflect three types of knowledge: - Substantive knowledge (‘sticky knowledge’) - this is the core factual explicit knowledge 

described in each unit. Disciplinary knowledge - this is how pupils learn to learn in RE and links with the development of multi-disciplinary skills. Personal knowledge - this 
is what pupils bring to and take away from RE lessons, building their awareness of the things that they think and where their ideas and beliefs come from as well as how 

those ideas and beliefs might be similar to or different from the ideas and beliefs of others. 



EYFS 

Who am I and where do I belong? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What makes each of us special and unique? 

2. Who and what are special and precious to you? 

3. What does the Bible say about how God 

created each person and how he feels about 

them? 

4. Where do we each belong? 

5. What does it mean to belong to a Church of 

England school? 

6. How should we value each other? 

 Share what is special about themselves and 
others 

 Think about and share who and what is 
precious to them and why? 

 That there is a special book for Christians 
called The Bible which is about God and Jesus 

 Many Christians believe God created people 
and that He loves each person as they are 

 Recognise that we belong to different groups 
and how this is good 

 Recognise how they know that their school is 
a Church of England school 

 Know the school’s distinctively Christian 
values as a way to look after each other 

Special; valuable; 
precious; unique; care; 
Christian; Bible; God; 
Creator; church; 
belong; Church of 
England school 
 

Pupils’ own experiences. 
Any experiences of RE from 
Nursery. 

Why is Christmas special for Christians? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What celebrations do I celebrate and why? 
1.    What festivals and celebrations are important 

for other people in my class? 
2.    What is the special story that is celebrated at 

Christmas by   Christians? 
3.    How does our school celebrate Christmas? 
3.    How do different people in my class celebrate 

Christmas? 
4.    Why is Jesus a special person for Christians? 

 Hold conversations with their teacher and 
other children about celebrations including 
Christmas 

 Be aware of the celebrations that are a part of 
their life and the lives of others 

 Know that celebrations help us understand 
more about what different people believe 

 Know the Christmas story 

 Recognise ways in which the school celebrates 
Christmas 

 Be aware of different ways in which Christians 
celebrate Christmas 

 Understand why Jesus is a special person for 
Christians 

Christian; celebration; 
Christmas; Bible; 
Nativity; Jesus; Angel 
Gabriel; Mary; Joseph; 
innkeeper; manger; 
shepherds; angels; joy; 
peace; God; human; 
Incarnation 
 

Pupils’ own experiences. 
Any experiences of RE from 
Nursery. 
This is the first RE teaching 
unit about Christmas. 
 

What can we learn from the stories of Jesus? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 



1. What is your favourite story and why is it 
special? 

2. Where can we find the stories of Jesus? 
3. What does Jesus’ story about The Prodigal Son 

teach? 

4. What does Jesus’ miracle of feeding the 5,000 

teach 

5. What does Jesus’ miracle of calming the storm 
teach? 

6. What story can you create to teach someone 

about how to live their life? 

 Share their favourite story and think about 
what makes it special to them 

 Understand that there are different kinds of 
stories of Jesus in The Bible: - parables and 
miracles 

 Retell the story of The Prodigal Son and share 
what the story is about; 

 Retell Jesus’ miracle of feeding the 5,000 and 
share what the story is about 

 Retell Jesus’ miracle of the calming of the 
storm and share what the story is about 

 Reflect on whether each story of Jesus has 
something to say to them about how to live 
their life 

 Create a story that teaches someone about 
how to live their life in a good way 

Story; Jesus; Holy 
Bible; Parable; 
miracle; God; Jesus’ 
name means ‘He 
saves.’ 
 

Why is Christmas special for 
Christians? (R) 

What is an Easter Garden? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What do you wonder about when looking at 

pictures of Easter? 
2. What do you think about when the Easter story 

is acted out? 
3.     What does the Easter garden help Christians 

remember happened in Jesus’ last week at 
Easter? 

4.     Why is a cross in the Easter garden so special 
for Christians? 

5.     Why do Christians try to show love to others? 
6.     How could you show love to others? 

 Be able to talk about Easter as a special 
festival for Christians 

 Express what they think about different parts 
of the Easter story 

 Make an Easter garden and be able to retell 
the Easter story 

 Explain why the cross in the Easter garden is 
so special for Christians 

 Show understanding of how Christians try to 
follow Jesus’ example to show love to others 

 Consider ways in which they can show acts of 
love towards other people 

Christian; Easter; 
Jesus; love; God; 
salvation. 
 

Pupils’ own experiences. 
Any experiences of RE from 
Nursery. 
What can we learn from the 
stories of Jesus? (R) 
This is the first RE teaching 
unit about Easter. 

What makes something special? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What is special to me? 
2. What makes a place special? 
2.     Why might a person feel closer to God in a 

special place? 
3. What object is special to you and why? 

 Share which is special to them and why, e.g. 
bringing in a special toy to school, etc. 

 Talk about a place that is special to them and 
why. Share how the place makes them feel 

Special; place; object; 
religious; Jesus; God; 
people; precious; care; 
memory 

Why is Christmas special for 
Christians? (R) 



3.     Why are religious objects special to some 
people? 

4. Who is special to you and why? 

 4.     What did Jesus teach about how God feels 

about people? 

5. How should we look after things that are special 
to us and to other people? 

6. What do you remember that is special to you? 
6.     What makes your memories special? 

 Talk about why people might feel close to God 
in a particular place; 

 Lend their special object to a class exhibition, 
writing on a label why it is important to them  

 Remembering their special memories 

 Develop an awareness of religious objects and 
why they are special to someone 

 Think about a person/people who is/are 
special to them and what makes them special 

 Explain that Christians believe Jesus teaches 
that everyone is precious to God 

 Demonstrate looking after special things 

 Remembering their special memories 

What makes our world wonderful and how should we care for it? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. What do you find wonderful about the world? 
2. What are you good at creating? 

2.    How do we need to look after something that 

has been created? 

3. What is the Christian creation story? 
4. What does the Christian creation story teach 

about how people should live? 
5. What can we do to look after our wonderful 

world? 
6.    What is your favourite part of creation and 

why? 

 Talk about what they find wonderful in the 
world. e.g. from a nature walk 

 Create some things of their own and enjoy 
other people’s creations 

 Talk about how it feels when something good 
is spoilt and so how what they have created 
needs to be cared for 

 Retell the Christian creation story 

 Think about what the Christian creation story 
teaches people about how they should look 
after and care for the world 

 Take part in an action that does something 
locally to look after our world 

 Reflect on what their favourite part of 
creation is and why it is so special 

Wonderful; world; 
universe; Earth; 
Creator; creation; 
Christian; story; The 
Bible; God; care 

Who am I and where do I 
belong? (R) 

 

  



Year 1 

Why did Jesus tell stories? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1.    Which stories are special to us and why?  
2.    Why did Jesus tell stories? 
3.    What does Jesus teach us through the Good 

Samaritan 
4.    What does Jesus teach us through the parable 

of the Lost Sheep? 
5.    How do these parables help us to understand 

life and how we could behave?   
5.    What do they teach Christians about the 

nature of God? 
6.    How can we be teachers and share our 

stories? 

 Give a reason why something may be of value 
to themselves and/or others, recognising 
different viewpoints 

 Talk simply about core beliefs and concepts and 
what they mean 

 Retell religious, spiritual and moral stories and 
identify how they show what people believe 

 Ask thoughtful questions about their own and 
others’ ideas, feelings and experiences 

 Give examples of how people put their beliefs 
into practice, in the home, in places of worship 
or in living their lives 

New Testament; 
Gospel; Parable; 
Samaritan; Prodigal; 
Meaning 

Who am I and where do I 
belong? (R) 
What makes something 
special? (R) 

What is in our school name? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What makes a Saint?  
1.    How can the example of a saint help a 

Christian with how to live their life today?  
2. Who is our school dedicated to and what can 

we learn from their story?  

 Recognise the special qualities that make 
someone a saint. 

 Express the importance of Saints to Christians. 

 Suggest reasons why saints are important in 
Christianity. 

 Retell the story of who / what the school is 
dedicated after. 

 Express what a Christian might learn from the 
life of the saint that the school is named after 
or from who / what the school is named after? 

 Reflect on the saint’s beliefs and how the saint 
lived his/her life. 

 Apply the idea of being a saint to their own life 
and the life of those around them 

Christianity, saint, 
characteristics, 
qualities, Saint’s day, 
belief, way of life, 
teachings, 
commitment, faith, 
symbol, church, 
dedicate and 
influence. 

Who am I and where do I 
belong? (R) 

Who is who in the Nativity? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What is the ‘Nativity’ story? 
2.    Who is Baby Jesus? Who is in his family? Why 

were Mary and Joseph chosen? 

 Retell the story of the Nativity 

 Talk about (for Christians) Jesus is God’s Son 
and was born as a baby. 

Nativity; Christian; 
Bible; God; gift; Jesus; 
Angel Gabriel; Mary; 

Why is Christmas special for 
Christians? (R) 



3.    What was the ‘good news’ that the angels 
announced? Why were shepherds the first 
people to have the good news revealed to 
them? 

4.    Why is the Nativity story so important to 
Christians? 

4.    Who are the important people in the Nativity 
story to me? 

 Show who the different figures are in the 
Nativity story,  

 Suggest what different characters and symbols 
mean, e.g. in different representations of 
Nativity figures, paintings, etc. 

 Suggest how Jesus might be like us and also like 
God 

 Suggest how we might be like those who are in 
our family/those around us. 

 Talk about how our school community is like a 
family and that we all have things in common 
with each other 

 Give a simple reason for a view that they have. 

 Respond sensitively and imaginatively to 
questions about their own and others’ ideas, 
experiences and feelings 

Joseph; Bethlehem; 
innkeeper; human; 
incarnation; 
shepherds; angels; 
wise men; ‘good 
news’; King; love 
 

Why do Jewish people celebrate the gift of Shabbat? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What does it mean to be a Jewish person? 
2. What special times do you have with your 

family and friends? 
2.     Why are these times special? 
3. Why is Shabbat important for Jewish people 

to take part in? 
4. How does Havdalah help Jewish people? 
5. Why is Rosh Hashanah important for Jewish 

people? 
5.    What would you wish for someone at the 

beginning of a new year? 
6. How Does Hanukkah help a Jewish person? 
6.    What helps you when you need to feel hope? 

 Talk simply about Judaism and Jewish people 

 Recall what special times they share with their 
family and friends and why they are special 

 Identify how Shabbat is celebrated by Jewish 
people and what it means to them 

 Explain how Havdalah prepares Jewish people 
for the new week ahead 

 Talk about Rosh Hashanah;  

 Respond thoughtfully with a wish for someone 
at the beginning of a new year 

 Talk about Hanukkah;  

 Reflect on what gives them hope 

Judaism, Jewish, Jew, 
God, Sabbath, 
Shabbat, blessing, 
Havdalah, Rosh 
Hashanah and 
Hanukkah 

Who am I and where do I 
belong? (R) 

Who are our Christian neighbours? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What are the same things that different 

Christians believe? 
2. How do some of our Christian neighbours’ 

worship? 

 Talk about a local Christian community in 
addition to the Church of England school and its 
parish church 

Christian; community; 
denomination; Church 
of England; Anglican; 
(name of the 

Who am I and where do I 
belong? (R) 



2.    Why is it good for different Christians to 
understand about each other? 

 Explore how a local Christian community, other 
than the parish church, worships 

 Talk simply about some of the core beliefs that 
Christians share 

 Reflect on what they find interesting about the 
Christian faith from what they have learnt 
about different Christian communities 

denomination that you 
are focusing on in this 
unit); God; belief 

Is Easter the most important festival for Christians? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. Why is Easter such an important part of the 
‘big story’ of The Bible? 

2.    What can Christians learn from the Easter 
story about forgiveness? 

3.    How might people show forgiveness? 
4.    What do Christians believe Jesus rising from 

the dead means? 

 Begin to relate Easter to the ‘big story’ of the 
Bible 

 Relate the words and actions of Jesus to how 
Christians believe they should try to forgive 

 Share thoughtful insights about their own and 
others’ ideas, feelings and experiences 

 Give examples of how people show forgiveness 

 Identify what Christians believe the Easter story 
teaches from Jesus rising from the dead 

Christian; Easter; 
Bible; forgive; hope; 
new life; salvation 

 

Why did Jesus tell stories? 
(Y1) 
What is in an Easter garden? 
(R) 

How does belonging to a synagogue help a Jewish person in their faith? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. How does a synagogue show what Jewish 
people believe? 

2.    What happens in a synagogue? 
3.    Why is being part of the synagogue 

community important to a Jewish person? 

4.    What is the story of Sukkot? 

4.    Why is it important to keep the customs of 

Sukkot alive? 

5.     What is the story of Purim? 

5.     How does what happens at Purim teach 

young Jews about the past in Judaism? 

6.     What is the story of Passover? 

6.     What does the festival of Passover show 

about Jews’ relationship with God? 

 Identify the objects in a synagogue, and explain 
what they mean for Jewish people; 

 Give examples of how Jewish people put their 
beliefs into practice in the synagogue; 

 Explain why the synagogue is important to a 
Jewish person. 

 Retell the story of Sukkot; 

 Give examples of how Jewish people celebrate 
Sukkot in their home and in the synagogue; 

 Retell the story of Purim; 

 Identify how the celebrations of Purim remind 
Jewish people about the way to live, e.g. 
right/wrong, good/bad, etc. 

 Retell the story of Passover; 

 Reflect on the experiences and feelings of Jews 
in the Passover story and how Jews might feel 
today when they celebrate Passover. 

Judaism, Jewish, Jew, 
synagogue, ark, Ner 
Tamid (‘Eternal Light,’) 
Rabbi, community, 
God; festival; 
celebration, Sukkot, 
Tabernacles, succah; 
Harvest; Purim; 
Passover (Pesach); 
Moses; Exodus; Egypt; 
Sedar meal 

Why do Jewish people 
celebrate the gift of 
Shabbat? (Y1) 



What teaches people to look after the world? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. Why do Christians believe God gave in 
creation? 

2.    What do Christians believe God continues to 
give? 

3.    Why do Christians, Jewish people (and 
Muslims) try to copy God’s love for the 
World? 

3.    How do Christians and people of other faiths 
share God’s creation? 

4.    What festivals show thankfulness for 
creation? 

4.    How do the festivals show what people 
believe about creation? 

5.    How can we all care for the world which we 
all share as our home? 

6.    What would you like to say to God about 
Creation? 

 Identify how the Christian creation story 
demonstrates some things that Christians 
believe 

 Talk simply about the Christian concept of 
Creation regarding God as Creator 

 Develop an awareness of how Christians and 
other people put their beliefs about creation 
into practice in living their lives, e.g. 
celebrating, thanking God, donating food and 
caring for the world, etc. 

 Demonstrate appreciation for what we have 

 Understand how saying “Thank you” to God is 
part of worship for Christians and some other 
faiths 

 Respond to the world around them in a way 
that shows awe, gratitude and responsibility, 
etc. 

 Talk about their own emotions in response to 
creation and thankfulness, etc. 

Christian; believe; 
God; creation; create; 
Creator; love; grateful; 
thankful; faiths; 
Jewish; festival; 
Harvest; TuB’Shvat; 
care  

What makes our wonderful 
world and how should we 
care for it? (R) 

 

  



Year 2 

Why do Christians make and try to keep promises before God? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
 1.   Who makes the promise? Who is the promise 

to?   
1.   What is a promise? Who makes the promise? 

Who is the promise to?  Is it easy to make and 
keep a promise? What might happen if 
promises are broken? 

2.    How can a promise be a sign of commitment? 
3.    What happened at Jesus’ baptism and why 

was he baptised? 
4. What kinds of promises are made in a 

Christian baptism and why? 
5. What kinds of promises are made at a 

Christian wedding and what does this mean 
for Christians? 

6.    How do promises help Christians feel closer to 
God? 

6.    What difference do promises make to me? 

 Respond sensitively to the situations and views 
of others; 

 Describe some of the joys and challenges of 
making and keeping promises; 

 Give reasons for some of the views they and 
others might have, relating to where their ideas 
came from. 

 Talk about what kinds of promises are made in 
different rites of passage for Christians, e.g. in a 
baptism and in a wedding; 

 Explain what difference promises might make 
to a Christian community. 

 Retell the story of Jesus’ baptism and identify 
how this shows what Christians believe about 
baptism; 

 Suggest reasons why Christians might make 
promises to mark stages of life; 

 Suggest how promises that Christians make 
help them feel closer to God; 

 Make links between rites of passage and 
promises being made by Christians and people 
of different faiths. 

Christian, faith, 
member, community, 
rite of passage, 
promise, vow, 
commitment, God, 
baptism, Christening, 
font, shell, water, oil, 
cross, candle, prayer, 
vicar, parent, 
godparent, welcome, 
Jesus, John the 
Baptist, wedding, 
marriage, love and 
trust 

Who am I and where do I 
belong? (R) 

What can we learn from the story of Noah? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. Who was Noah? 

       1.    Why are trust and hope so important? 
2. What can we learn from the story of Noah? 

       2.    Why is creation of value? 

 Retell  the story of Noah and identify the 
symbols to show what people believe  

 Ask thoughtful questions about their own and 
others’ ideas, feelings and experiences 

 Recognise that some questions about life are 
difficult to answer respond to questions about 
e.g. ‘right’/‘wrong’, ‘good’/’bad, ‘real’/‘true’ 

Trust, Believe, Ark, 
Persuade, Sin, 
Promise, Grace, 
Covenant and 
Salvation 

What makes something 
special? (R) 
What makes our world 
wonderful and how should 
we care for it? (R)  
Why did Jesus tell stories? 
(Y1) 
What teaches people to 
look after the world? (Y1) 



 Give a reason why something may be of value 
to themselves and/or others, recognising 
different viewpoints 

 

What does the ‘Light of the World’ mean for Christians? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. How does light make us feel? 
1.   How, does Jesus’ birth show him as the Light 

of the World? 
2.    How might the community symbolise the 

Light of Christmas? 
2.    How is this a reminder of Jesus? 
3.    How might a Christian community across the 

world show the light of Jesus at Christmas? 
4.    What does the ‘Light of the World’ mean to 

you? 
4.    What does the ‘Light of the World’ mean to 

Christians? 

 Identify how belief in Jesus as the Light of the 
World is expressed in different ways for 
Christians 

 Identify how symbols show what people believe 

 Ask thoughtful questions about their own and 
others’ ideas, feelings and experiences 

 Give a simple reason for a view that they have 

Incarnation, Light, 
Christingle, Symbol, 
Holy and Halo 

 

What makes something 
special? (R) 
Why is Christmas special for 
Christians? (R) 
Who is who in the Nativity? 
(Y1) 

What does it mean to be a Muslim? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What do I want to know about belonging to 

the Muslim faith? 
1.    What rules do Muslims follow? 
2. What is the Qur’an? 
2.    Who was Muhammad and what can we learn 

from stories featuring Muhammad?  
3. What is The Adhaan?  
3.    How are Muslim babies welcomed into the 

world? 
4. What happens in a Mosque?  
4.    How can you compare a Mosque to a 

different place of worship?  
5. How is prayer important to  Muslims? 
6. How do these teachings and ideas compare to 

the teachings from important figures in other 
religions? 

 

 Identify similarities in features of religion  

 Retell religious, spiritual and moral stories and 
identify how they and symbols show what 
people believe 

 Identify how belief is expressed in different ways 
for different people 

 Give examples of how Muslims put their beliefs 
into practice, in the home, in places of worship 
or in living their lives 

 Ask thoughtful questions about their own and 
others’ ideas, feelings and experiences 

Islam, Muslim, Allah, 
Muhammad and 
Mosque 

Links to the children’s own 
experiences including 
Baptism. 



Why are women so important in the Bible? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What does the woman who touched Jesus’ 

garment teach Christians? 
1.    When have you trusted someone? 
 2.    What does the woman who anointed Jesus‘ 

feet teach Christians? 
2.    Why was it important for the woman to use 

her ointment to anoint Jesus’ feet? 

 Retell and reflect on the story of the woman 
who touched Jesus’ garment; 

 Talk about when they have trusted someone; 

 Retell and reflect on the story of the woman 
who anointed Jesus’ feet; 

 Explain how these women in The Bible showed 
trust in Jesus: - faith; 

 Think about what the actions of these women 
in the Bible to Jesus can teach people about 
how to live their life. 

Gospel, Jesus, women, 
trust, faith, love, 
anoint, sin and 
forgiven 

Why did Jesus tell stories? 
(Y1) 

How do Easter symbols help us to understand Easter? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. What are symbols and why are they 
important?  

2.    What symbols feature in the Easter story?  
2.    How do these symbols tell the story of Easter?  
3.    Why do some Christians wear a cross?  
4.    Why is water a symbol of Easter? 

 To know what symbols are and to explain why 
symbols are important, including to themselves. 

 Recognise that incarnation and salvation are a 
big story of the bible 

 Tell the stories of Holy Week and Easter and 
recognise a link with the idea of salvation and 
forgiveness  

 Give examples of symbols associated with 
Easter and think, talk, ask questions about their 
meaning to Christians.  

 To recognise the cross is the most important 
symbol for Christians all over the world  

 Reflect on how water symbolises a fresh start 
and how Christians make a fresh start in life 

Symbol, Cross, Bread, 
Wine, Crown of 
thorns, Hot cross bun 
and Easter egg 

Is Easter the most important 
festival to Christians? (Y1) 

What helps Muslims live a faithful life? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. What is living a good life, what does this mean 
to us? 

2. Who is important to Muslims and what does 
this mean for their daily life 

3. What are the five pillars of Islam?  
3.    How do they frame the life of a Muslim?  

 Explain how sources of inspiration and influence 
make a difference to themselves and others 

 Explore ideas about Islam, drawing on prior and 
present learning 

Monotheistic, 
Omniscient , 
Omnipotent , 
Commitment, 
Shahadah, Salah, 
Zakat, Sawm and Hajj 

What does it mean to be a 
Muslim? (Y2) 



5.    How does prayer shape the daily life of a 
Muslim (Salat)? 

6.    What does community mean to Muslims? ( 
Ummah) 

6.    Is community the same for all faiths? 

 Comment on connections between the five 
pillars   of Islam explaining their importance to 
different communities 

 Explain the impact of diversity in their own 
community 

 

How is prayer important? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. What do we know about prayer? 
1. What sort of words do people say when 

praying?  
2.   When did Jesus pray?  
2. What did Jesus teach Christians about how to 

pray to God?  
3. Is prayer and reflection the same? 
3.   Do people who do not have a faith ever pray? 
4.   When do we pray in school and how is 

everyone included?  
5.   What do other world faiths say and do when 

praying? 
6.   How can prayer be expressed in different 

ways?  
6.    If you were going to pray, which way would 

be most meaningful for you? 

 Identify similarities in features of prayer in 
different religions  

 Explain how Jesus prayed and how Christians 
pray to God 

 Give examples of how people put their beliefs 
into practice, in the home, in places of worship 
or in living their lives 

 Respond sensitively and imaginatively to 
questions about prayer and reflection, being 
human and their own place in the world 

 Give a simple reason for a view that they have 
learnt 

Prayer and reflection  
 

Awareness of prayers in 
class. 
Collective Worship. 
Class Worship. 
Own experiences in visiting 
places of faith.  

 

  



Year 3 

What is the story? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What is the Bible? Where do stories we know 

‘fit’? 
        2.    Is the Bible one story or many stories? 
        3.    Why is the Bible so special for Christians? 
Why is the Big Story so important?  
        4.    What does the Bible teach about faith? 
        5.    Are words more important than actions? 
        5.    What difference do words from the Bible 

make to how Christians live?   
        6.    How can we express our own ideas about the 

Bible’s ‘Big Story’? 
 

 Suggest why different parts of the Bible might 
be important to Christians, 

 Making links from with their learning to explain 
their reasons 

 Make links between the ‘Big Story’ and some 
things that Christians believe 

 Describe how people show their ideas about 
God (theology) or the Bible using their creativity 

 Consider why the Easter or Christmas accounts, 
or stories about Jesus, might be considered 
most important to Christians 

 Make links between words from the Bible and 
how different Christians choose to live (as 
individuals and as part of a community) 

 Make links between their ideas and other 
people’s e.g. about stories, texts, beliefs or 
behaviour, thinking about where ideas come 
from (theirs and others’) 

 Reflect on and creatively respond (using a choice 
of media) to the ‘Big Story’ of the Bible, 
explaining their thinking 

Bible, biblical, 
Prophets, ‘Good 
News’, Old Testament, 
New Testament, 
Gospel and 
Incarnation 
 

What can we learn from the 
stories of Jesus? (R) 
What makes our world 
wonderful and how should 
we care for it? (R) 
Who is who in the Nativity? 
(Y1) 
Is Easter the most important 
festival for Christians? (Y1) 
What does the ‘Light of the 
World’ mean for Christians? 
(Y2) 
How do Easter symbols help 
us to understand Easter? 
(Y2) 

Why do we remember? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. Can you describe some of the ways in which 

people show their beliefs about 
remembrance? 

1. Why might remembering war times be 
particularly important to Christians, people of 
other faiths and of no faith? 

2.    Can you link things that are important to you 
about remembering with the way you think 
and behave? 

 Make links between the beliefs and practices of 
remembrance in different communities  

 Describe and suggest meanings for the symbols 
of remembrance   

 Investigate and connect aspects of 
remembrance  on people’s lives both individually 
and as a community 

 Ask significant questions about  remembrance  
comparing their ideas with others’ and 
suggestions answers from their learning 

All Souls Day (a day to 
pray for those who 
have died), Symbol (a 
thing that represents 
or stands for 
something else, Poppy 
(a plant which was 
(and is)  a common 
sight on the battle 
fields), Cenotaph (a 

Experience of 
Remembrance Day in school 
and possibly in church. 



        2.    Can you ask questions about the moral 
decisions made about war and peace? 

public monument built 
in memory of people 
who died in war, often 
with their names 
written on it) and War 
memorial (a structure 
that is built in hour of 
those people who died 
in a particular war) 

What is the most important message of Christmas? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What is peace? 

 1.    How do we find peace 
 2.    Why did God send the Prince of Peace to the 

world?  
 3.    What can I learn from the Bible about peace and 

justice? 
 4.    How do Christians today live out peace?  
 4.    Is it a challenge for all communities  to live with 

peace and justice? 

 Give reasons for beliefs, attitudes and actions, 
especially in relation to their own developing 
worldview  

 Ask significant questions about life or human 
experience, comparing their ideas with others’ 
and suggesting answers from their learning 

 Make links between concepts / beliefs/ texts / 
stories and practices (believing, belonging and 
behaving) 

Messiah, Shalom, 
Wonderful Counsellor, 
Harmony , Prophecy 
and Incarnation 
 

 

What does the ‘Light of the 
World’ mean for Christians? 
(Y2) 
 

What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What is ‘Sanatana Dharma’? 
2. How do Hindus show their faith within their 

families? 
2.     How do Hindus show their faith within their 

communities? 
3. Is a Mandir just a place to pray? 
4. Why and how do Hindus celebrate, including 

Diwali? 
5. How are practices linked to the idea that 

Hindu Sharma is a ‘whole way of life? 
6. How does taking part in family and 

community rituals benefit individuals and 
society? 

 Explain some key beliefs / concepts in Hindu 
(Sanatana) Dharma using correct vocabulary, 
describe how these beliefs / concepts are 
expressed through objects, symbols, worship, 
practices, festivals  

 Describe how Hindus show their faith within 
their families in Britain today (e.g. home puja;) 

 Why and howdo Hindus celebrate Diwali 

 Describe how Hindus show their faith within 
their faith communities in Britain today (e.g. 
arti and bhajans at the mandir; in festivals such 
as Diwali;) 

 Make links between Hindu practices and the 
idea that Hindu Dharma is a whole ‘way of life’ 
(dharma). 

Bhagavad Gita (One of 
the most important 
holy books), Deity 
(Form of God in 
different 
incarnations), Dharma 
(Duty to act in the 
right way as God 
teaches), Karma (Every 
action has a reaction. 
Literal meaning is 
deed or act. Hindu 
belief that everything 
you do accrues either 
good or bad karma 

Major World Faiths – 
Judaism (Y1), Islam (Y2 



 which can be carried 
over many lives), 
Mandir (Name for 
Hindu temple or place 
of worship) and 
Reincarnation (Idea 
that the soul is reborn 
in many bodies again 
and again in its 
journey for perfection) 

What kind of world does God want? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. Why do we need The Beatitudes? 
2. How might The Beatitudes influence how 

we live? 
2.    What would your Beatitudes be? 

 

 Identify texts that come from a Gospel which 
tells the story of the life and the teaching of 
Jesus 

 Make clear connections between Gospel texts, 
Jesus’ good news and how Christians live in the 
Christian community and in their individual lives 

 Articulate their own responses to the issues 
studied 

 Recognising different points of view 

Sermon, Beatitude, 
Blessing, Mount of 
olives, Gospel and 
Good News 
 

What teaches people to 
look after the world? (Y1) 
What can we learn from the 
story of Noah? (Y2) 

How is each person vital to the Easter narrative? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. What is the story of Holy Week and 
Easter? 

1.    What might each character say about 

their role in the Easter .narrative?   

2.    Why did Judas betray Jesus?  Why did 

Peter deny Jesus?  

3.    Why were women important at the 

crucifixion and jresurrection?   

4.    What does the Easter story say to 

Christians and others?  

4     What difference does this story make to 

Christians?  

 Recognise that incarnation and salvation are a 
big story of the bible 

 Tell the stories of Holy Week and Easter and 
recognise a link with the idea of salvation (Jesus 
rescuing people)  

 Understand what is important to the key 
characters in the Gospel accounts 

 Reflect on the role of each character and the 
part they play together 

 Think, talk and ask questions about whether the 
story of Easter only has something to say to 
Christians or to the wider community about 
hope and life 

Holy Week, Gospel, 
Disciple, Redemption, 
Crucifixion, Denial, 
Resurrection and 
Ascension 

How do Easter symbols help 
us to understand Easter? 
(Y2) 

Why should Hindus live a good life? 



Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What do we mean by a good life? 
2. How does Brahman have an impact on how 

Hindus live? 
3. What impact does living a good life have on 

karma? 
4. How are the four Hindu aims of life and the 

four stages of life connected? 
5. Why might Hindus describe life as a journey 

towards moksha? 
6. How does the story of Rama and Sita show 

what’s important to many Hindus? 

 To be able to explain Brahman and the impact 
of one Supreme Being on how beliefs and 
concepts are expressed 

 Describe the four main aims of life and explain 
the impact of each one.  

 Retell the story of Rama and Sita and make links 
between the story and living a good life  

Sanatana Dharma, 
Brahman, 
Purusharthas, 
Dharma, Artha, Kama, 
Moksha  

What does it mean to be a 
Hindu in Britain? (Y3) 

Words and Actions – Which is most important? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. Which words and actions are important to our 
school community 

1.     Are words or actions more important in our 
school community? 
2. Which words are important to religious and 

non-religious people?  
2.     What impact do these have on their actions? 
3. What is a creed? 
4. What creeds do religious and non-religious 

people have? 
4.     What is the same and what is different? 
5. Are words more important than actions? 

Why? 
6. Which words are important to me and how do 

they impact on my actions? 
6. How do they impact on my actions? 

 Suggest reasons why some words might be 
especially important to people, giving examples 
from their learning 

 Make links between words, beliefs and actions 
for different people 

 Identify the impact of words on people’s 
actions, individually and as a community 

 Investigate and connect aspects of religions and 
beliefs, identifying similarities and differences 
in the lived experiences of different people 

 Recognise the importance of both words and 
actions in building strong communities 

 Compare words and actions that are important 
to them with words /actions that are important 
to others 

 Give reasons for some of the views they have, 
relating to where their ideas come from 

Creed , ‘Credo’ (I 
believe and trust), 
Belief, Humanism and 
Apostle 
 

Why do Christians make and 
try to keep promises before 
God? (Y2) 
What kind of world does 
God want? (Y3) 
Major World Faiths – 
Judaism (Y1), Islam (Y2) and 
Hinduism (Y3) 

 

  



Year 4 

What makes an Old Testament hero? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What is a hero?  
1. Who are the People of God? 
2. How did David’s faith help him succeed? 
3. How did Ruth show her devotion to God? 
4    Why does Abraham trust in and obey God?   
4. Do we trust and obey? 
5. What is a covenant? How are the first and 

second times God  
establishes a covenant in the Old Testament 

similar or different? 

       6.    Why do the three Abrahamic religions share 
these stories? 
       6.    How does this help communities connect? 

 Retell and make links between the stories of 
David, Ruth and Abraham 

 Know the story of Abraham and its connection 
to the concept of faith 

 Explain a covenant with reference to God’s 
covenants in the Old Testament 

 Explain what makes people a hero or heroic and 
make links between this and the people of God 

 Make simple links between who we trust and 
obey 

 Suggest answers about how far ideas of 
covenant, promises and following God might 
make a difference in the world today 

Covenant, Obedience, 
Sacrifice, Judgment, 
Devotion, Refugee and 
Patriarch 

What can we learn from the 
story of Noah? (Y2) 

Non-Religious World Views 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What is a non-religious world view? 

Humanism, atheism, ethics and utilitarianism?  
1. How do the terms theism, atheism and 

agnosticism relate different beliefs? 
2. Is humanism a religion or a belief?  

 Compare their own ideas, influences and/or 
feelings with those of others 

 Make links between what they and other people 
think about God / being human / what is 
important in life / how to behave 

 Give reasons for beliefs, attitudes and actions, 
especially in relation to their own developing 
worldview 

 Ask significant questions about life or human 
experience, comparing their ideas with others’ 
and suggesting answers from their learning 

Humanism, Religion, 
Atheism, Theism, 
Agnosticism, Ethics, 
Utilitarianism   Belief 

Learning across different 
faiths 

What does the journey through Advent mean? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1) Who were the patriarchs and matriarchs? What 
was their role? 
2) Who were the Prophets? Why were they 

important? 

 Explain who were the patriarchs and matriarchs 

 Make links between the  concepts  - between 
the prophets foretelling and John the Baptist 
preparing the way  

Advent, Prophet, 
Patriarch, Matriarch, 
Baptist, Foretell 

What does the ‘Light of the 
World’ mean for Christians? 
(Y2) 
What is the most important 
message of Christmas? (Y3) 



3) Who was John the Baptist? How did he prepare the 
way of the incarnation? 

4) How does Mary’s example influence Christians 
today? 

 Reflect and discuss on the impact of Mary on 
Christians and the Christian community  

What makes an Old 
Testament hero? (Y4) 

What do Sikhs believe? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. Why is the Il Onkar important? 
2. What does it mean to be equal? 
3. What is the significant of the Amrit ceremony 

for a Sikh? 
4. Who is Guru Nanak and why is he important 

to many Sikhs? 
5. Why is the Guru Granth Sahib important to so 

many Sikhs? 
6. Why is serving the community important to so 

many Sikhs? 
 

 Explain some key beliefs such as il Onkar and 
Naam 

 Describe how these beliefs / concepts are 
expressed through objects, symbols, worship, 
practices and festivals 

 Describe and explain the importance of Guru 
Nanak or the Guru Granth Sahib to most Sikhs 

 Describe how Hindus show their faith within 
their faith communities in Britain 

 Apply ideas about equality to their own and 
others’ lives 

 Raise questions and suggest answers about 
what is good about being Sikh in Britain today, 
and whether taking part in family and 
community rituals is a good thing for individuals 
and society, giving good reasons for their ideas 

Guru Nanak, Guru 
Gobond Singh, 
Sikh/Sikhi, Faith, 
Belonging, Il Onkar 
and Guru Granth Sahib 
Ji 

Equality and justice are 
important ideas within 
Christianity and other World 
Faiths – Judaism (Y1), Islam 
(Y2) and Hinduism (Y3) 
Why did Jesus tell stories? 
(Y1) 

What would Jesus do? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What are Jesus’ two greatest 

commandments? 
2. How might the two greatest 

commandments influence how Christians 
live? 

2.    How can these commandments impact 

our community positively? 

 

 Identify features of Gospel tests and suggest 
meanings of the Gospel texts studied and 
compare with their own ideas  

 Make connections between Christian teachings 
and the issues, problems and opportunities in 
the world and communities today 

 Articulate their responses to the issues studied, 
recognising different points of view 

Commandment, 
Sermon, Neighbour, 
Justice and 
Reconciliation 

Why did Jesus tell stories? 
(Y1) 
What kind of world does 
God want? (Y3) 

How does Holy Communion build a Christian community? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. Why happened at The Last Supper, before 
Jesus’ death? 

 Describe and suggest meanings for different 
parts of the Eucharist for Christians; 

Christian, Easter, 
Maundy Thursday, 
sharing, remember, 

How is each person vital to 
the Easter narrative? (Y3) 



 2.    What do the events of The Last Supper show 
that Jesus came to   earth to do? 

 3.    How do Christians today remember and 
celebrate The Last Supper? 
 4.    How does sharing in the Eucharist help a Christian 
live their life? 

 Make links between what Christians learn from 
Jesus’ example at The Last Supper and how they 
should try to live their lives; 

 Identify the impact of The Last Supper on how 
Christians worship today; 

 Express how taking part in the Eucharist affects 
a Christian’s life; 

 Consider how Holy Communion builds a faith 
community amongst Christians. 

celebrate, Last Supper, 
Holy Communion, 
Eucharist and 
salvation 

What do Sikhs value? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. Recap of learning from Sikhism 1. 
2. Which symbols are important to Sikhs and 

why? 
3. What do the Panj Kakke (5Ks) mean to Sikhs? 
4. Where do Sikhs worship? Visit to the 

Gurdwara 
5. How do Sikhs show they value the Guru 

Granth Sahib? 
6.    What do we value in life? 
6. How are our values similar or different to 

those of Sikhs? 
 

 Describe and explain the importance of Guru 
Nanak Ji or the Guru Granth Sahib to most Sikhs 

 Describe where many Sikhs worship, and 
summarise their main duties, giving reasons 
why these are central to a Sikh’s beliefs 

 Identify the special symbols for Sikhs and 
explain their meaning, relating these to Sikhi 
beliefs, (e.g. the importance of equality) 

 Make links between Sikh beliefs, texts/ stories 
and practices; 

 Investigate and connect aspects of Sikhi beliefs, 
reflecting on similarities and differences 
between worship in the home and worship in 
the gurdwara 

 Describe and reflect on how a Sikh’s beliefs 
might impact their life 

 Apply ideas about ‘duties’ or ‘equality’ to their 
own and others’ lives 

Guru Nanak, Guru 
Gobond Singh, Langar, 
Kesh, Kara, Kachera, 
Kanga, Kacca, Kirpan, 
Gurdwara, Guru 
Granth Sahib 

What do Sikhs believe? (Y4) 

Does faith guide people to try and make the world a fairer place? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. What do we mean by ‘fair’ and ‘unfair’? Why 
is it important for the world to be a ‘fairer’ 
place? 

2. Is ‘fair’ the same as ‘equal’?  

 Suggest reasons why people might want to 
make the world a fairer or more equal place, 
giving examples from their learning 

 Make links between how different people 
address issues of injustice & their beliefs, and 

Equality, Equity, 
Injustice, Racial 
justice, Social justice, 
UN (united nations) 
and Citizen 
 

What does the ‘Light of the 
World’ mean? (Y2) 
What kind of world does 
God want? (Y3) 
Words and Actions – which 
are most important? (Y3) 



2.    What have we learnt about how and why 
people try to make  the world a more equal place 
for everyone? 
3. How does Mitzvah day help Jewish people to 

make the world a fairer place? 
4.    What is the shared belief of the Golden rule?  
4. How does the Golden Rule help people to live 

fairly? 
5.    Who do you know who is trying to make the 

world a fairer place and what influences 
them?   

5.  How can people working together change the 
world?  
5. Is there any action too small to be worth 

doing? 
        6.   What influences you to be a change maker for 

the better? 

talk about the reasons for some similarities and 
/or differences 

 Talk about the impact of beliefs and practices 
on different people’s lived experience or their 
communities 

 Explain what difference people’s actions (e.g. 
charities) can make to the lives of others 

 Respond sensitively to the views of others 

 Express their own ideas about justice, fairness 
and/or equality 

 Describe some of the challenges of taking 
action to address injustice 

 Give reasons for some of the views they have, 
relating to where their ideas come from 

Major World Faiths – 
Judaism (Y1), Islam (Y2) and 
Hinduism (Y3) 

 

  



Year 5 

Who are the ‘fearless women of faith’? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. Who are the women in the Bible? 
2. What makes a fearless, compassionate 

woman of faith? 
       2.    Which story resonates with you most and 
why? 
       3.    How have Women demonstrated the impact 

of their actions through their faith, both home 
and abroad? 

       4.   What role do women play in the Church of 
England today? 
       4.   How has the role of women, in different 
Christian communities, evolved? 

 Explore ideas about the role of women in the 
church,  expressing their understanding in 
theological terms 

 Suggest what might happen as a result of their 
own and others’ thinking about the role of 
women both past and present 

 Ask and answer questions and present clearly 
their own views on the role of women in the 
church and in church communities while 
respectfully considering others’ views 

 Suggest some ways in which different people 
might view the role of women 

 Investigate the impact of beliefs for different 
people in different communities  

Fearless, 
Compassionate, 
Ethical, Ordained, 
Social Justice (every 
human being deserves 
the full spectrum of 
political), Economic, 
Social Rights and 
Opportunities 

Why are women so 
important in the Bible? (Y2) 

Should every Christian go on a pilgrimage? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What is a pilgrimage? 
2. What is more important to Christians the 

journey or the destination? 
2.    If God is omnipresent what is the point of 

pilgrimage? 

 Investigate and describe similarities and 
differences in lived experience  of pilgrimage in 
different religions 

 Explain how sources of inspiration and 
influence make a difference to themselves and 
others 

 Gather ideas about pilgrimage drawing on 
resources and express their understanding of 
what it means to different faiths 

 Reflect on possible connections between 
worldviews and the  search for the meaning of 
life through pilgrimage 

Pilgrimage (a journey, 
made to a sacred 
place as an act of 
religious devotion), 
Sacred (connected 
with God) and 
Omnipresent (present 
everywhere at the 
same time) 

What does it mean to be a 
Muslim? (Y2) 
What helps Muslims live a 
faithful life? (Y2) 

How do the art and the media convey Christmas to all people? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. How is incarnation represented in 

contemporary art? 
1. Does art help us reflect on the nature of God? 

 Explore and organise ideas about incarnation, 
drawing on texts and art 

Incarnation (the belief 
that God took human 

What does the ‘Journey 
through Advent’ mean? (Y4) 



2. Is it important for us to explore the diverse 
range of art and media  

   associated with the birth of Christ? 
3. How do Christians connect with  the media’s 

representation of Christmas? 
       3.    How do secular and religious advertisements 
differ? 
       4.    Why does the church need to advertise 
Christmas? 
       4.    Can you, using art music or media, explain 
incarnation? 

 Explain the impact of art and media with 
religious meaning 

 Suggest some ways in which different artists 
might interpret their view of Jesus  

 Explain the impact of diversity  in art and media 
and in their own community  

 Develop insights of their own in exploring 
questions raised by the study of art and media 
and the representation of Christ  relating to their 
own personal worldview 

form by becoming 
Jesus),  
Secular (not having 
any connection to 
religion), Theology 
(the study of religious 
faith, practice, and 
experience), Sacred 
(holy, devoted to a 
religious ceremony, or 
simply worthy of awe 
and respect) and 
Nativity (the birth of 
Jesus celebrated by 
Christians at 
Christmas) 

What does it mean to be a Buddhist? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. How did Siddhartha become Buddha? 
2. What did Buddha teach about the four noble 
truths? 
2. How might they affect a Buddhists way of life? 
3. What is kindness and how can it be shown 

according to Buddhist teachings? 
4. How does Buddhism set an example to 

others?  
5. What do Buddhists believe about responding 

to the world around them? 
6. Is being reflective important? 

 Explore, gather, select, and organise ideas about 
Buddhism  

 Suggest some ways in which different people 
might interpret teaching of Buddhism  

 Describe the impact of beliefs and practices for 
different people 

 Suggest what might happen as a result of their 
own and others’ thinking, attitudes or actions, 
drawing on examples from their learning 

 

Buddhism, Buddha 
and enlightenment 

Major World Faiths – 
Judaism (Y1), Islam (Y2), 
Hinduism (Y3) and Sikhism 
(Y4) 

How did the Church begin? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. How did the Christian Church begin?  
1. What is the story of Pentecost?  

 2.    Why do Christians think the Holy Spirit is 
important now? 

 2.    What is the Christian Church like around the 
world? How has it 

 Explain the impact of  Pentecost both in their 
own community and in the wider world, and 
how this has changed over the years 

 Suggest some ways in which different people 
might interpret texts and painting of the Holy 
Spirit 

Holy Spirit, baptism, 
Pentecost, diversity, 
inclusive  
 

Who am I and where do I 
belong? (R) 
Who are our Christian 
neighbours? (Y1) 



     developed?   Suggest what might happen as a result of their 
own and others’ thinking, attitudes or actions, 
drawing on examples from their learning and 
from their own communities  

Why do Christians make and 
try to keep promises before 
God? (Y2) 
How does Holy Communion 
build a Christian 
community? (Y4) 

How do Christian communities live out the Easter Story? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What did Jesus do during Lent and how is this 

lived out by the Christian community now?  
2. How is the last supper lived out today and 

what does it signify?  
       2. Why are churches stripped of all vestments 
the night before Good Friday? 
       3.  How do the  events of Good Friday contribute 
to our understanding of the crucifixion? 
       4.    How does the liturgy of The Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ give hope? 

 Explore and organise ideas about Lent drawing 
on key texts and sources. ( reflecting / praying / 
meditating /reading /preparing) 

 Suggest some ways in which different people 
might interpret the last supper and what it 
means  

 Describe the impact of beliefs and practices for 
different people during Lent and Holy week 

 Develop insights of their own in exploring 
questions raised by the study of the 
resurrection, relating to their own personal 
worldview 

 

Resurrection, 
Forgiveness, Maundy 
Thursday, Good 
Friday, Salvation and 
Paschal candle 
 
 

How is each person vital to 
the Easter story? (Y3) 
How does Holy Communion 
build a Christian 
community? (Y4) 

What is the Buddhist way of life? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. What are Buddhist symbols and what do they 
mean? 

2. What is the eight-fold path? How do 
Buddhists use this in their daily life? 

2.   How does the eightfold path help on the road 
to Nirvana? 
3. What is it like to live in the Sangha? 
4. Why do many Buddhists meditate? Are 

worship and meditation the same thing? 
5. What do Buddhists believe the meaning of life 

to be? 
6. How are my beliefs similar and different to a 

person who practices Buddhism? 

 Explore, gather, select, and organise ideas about  
Buddhism  

 Suggest some ways in which different people 
might interpret  sources; 

 Suggest what might happen as a result of their 
own and others’ thinking, attitudes or actions, 
drawing on examples from their learning; 

 Comment on connections between 
questions/beliefs/values/ practices/ways of life, 
explaining their importance to different 
communities; 

 Reflect on possible connections between 
worldviews and the human search for meaning 
in life. 

Eightfold path, Four 
noble truths, Nirvana, 
Sangha, Meditation, 
Buddhism Budda and 
enlightenment 

Major World Faiths – 
Judaism (Y1), Islam (Y2), 
Hinduism (Y3) and Sikhism 
(Y4) 
What does it mean to be a 
Buddhist? (Y5) 



What does faith and belief teach about the journey of life and death? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. What is bereavement? 
2. What does the Christian faith believe about 

death and life? 
3. How does Christian liturgy express Christian 

beliefs about death and life? 
      3.     What happens in a Christian funeral? 

4. What does the Jewish* faith believe about 
death and life? 

      4.     What happens in a Jewish* funeral? 
5. What does the Islamic* faith teach about 

death and life? 

      5.     What happens in an Islamic* funeral? 
6. What beliefs and rituals of faiths help me in my 

feelings about death and life? 
 
*Questions 4 and 5 could be substituted with different 

world religions or beliefs. 

 Explain what makes a difference to themselves 
and others in understanding and believing 
about death and life; 

 Explore, gather, select and organise ideas in 
religions and beliefs about death and life, 
drawing on key texts, sources and concepts; 

 Comment on connections between beliefs and 
practices relating to death and life, explaining 
their importance to different faith 
communities; 

 Describe the impact of beliefs and practices 
about death and life for different people and 
religious communities. 

 Suggest meanings for a range of forms of 
expression in rituals when someone has died, 
using accurate religious vocabulary; 

 Express their understanding of the concept of 
salvation in theological terms; 

 Develop insights of their own in exploring 
questions raised by exploring religious beliefs 
about death and life, relating to their own 
personal worldview; 

 Suggest what might happen as a result of their 
own and others’ thinking, drawing on examples 
from their learning. 

Faith, belief, life, 
death, bereavement, 
grief, gospel, 
resurrection, New 
Testament, Christian 
hope, Heaven, ritual, 
funeral, liturgy, 
salvation, Jewish and 
Islam 

How do Christians live out 
the Easter Story? (Y5) 

 

  



Year 6 

How has the Christian message survived? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1.    What ingredients does a message need to 
spread?  
1. Why and how would you spread a message 

now? 
2. What is ‘The Trinity’ and how would you 

explain it? 
3. Are God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit equal? 

When Jesus was on earth, why did he pray to 
His father? 

       3.     If they are both one why would Jesus to pray 
to himself? 
       4.     How is it possible for three separate living 
things to all be one? 
       5.     How does the Trinity giving meaning, purpose 
and truth in Christians lives? 
       5.     How does confirmation contribute to the 
spread of the Christian message? 
       6.     Can the strength of belief overcome 
persecution? 

 Understand and be able to explain The Trinity 

 Explore and organise ideas about The Trinity 
drawing on key texts and concepts to express 
their understanding  

 Describe the impact of beliefs and practices for 
different people and different interpretations of 
the Holy spirit 

 Investigate and describe similarities and 
differences in lived experience within and 
between religions and beliefs 

 Describe the impact of beliefs and practices for 
different people and how this effects their daily 
life 

Persecution, 
Confirmation and The 
Trinity 

How did the Church begin? 
(Y5) 
Should every Christian go on 
a pilgrimage? (Y5) 

Understanding faith in Greenwich 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What faith and belief communities do we 

belong to?  
1. What can we find out about our local area’s 

faith and belief communities? 
2. Can you explain the impact of diversity of 

faith in your own community and how this has 
changed over the years? 

2. How do the faiths in our community work 
together and what impact do they have? 

 Explore ideas about  our local faith 
communities  

 Comment on connection between beliefs and 
values of ways of life explaining their 
importance to different communities locally. 

 Explain the impact of diversity in their own 
community and how this has evolved over the 
years. 

 Ask and answer questions and present clearly 
their own views on the impact of faith in their 
community  whilst respectfully considering 
others’ viewpoint 

Community (the 
condition of sharing or 
having certain 
attitudes and interests 
in common) and 
Charity (the voluntary 
giving of help, typically 
in the form of money, 
to those in need but 
can also be in actions 
and things)  

Visits to other places of 
worship including the parish 
chruch 



How can people of faith serve God and bring freedom and justice to others? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What is racism? What does it mean to be anti-

racist? 
2. How do Christians believe that following 
Jesus’ teachings  can bring about freedom and 
Justice? (The golden rule)  
2.    How do Christians put their beliefs about 
justice into practice?  (Five Marks of Mission )  

       3.    How is the Christian understanding of Anti-
racism shared in other faiths and beliefs?  

3. What can we learn from each other?  
4. How can I express my own vision for justice 

and equity? 
 

 Make links between concepts / beliefs/ texts / 
stories and practices (believing, belonging and 
behaving)  

 Suggest meaning for key concepts and forms of 
expression, using accurate vocabulary 

 Explain how sources of inspiration and 
influence make a difference to themselves and 
others 

 Suggest what might happen as a result of their 
own and others’ thinking, attitudes or actions, 
drawing on examples from their learning 

 Ask and answer questions and present clearly 
their own views on matters whilst respectfully 
taking into account others’ viewpoint 

 Investigate and describe similarities and 
differences in lived experience  

 Describe the impact of beliefs and practices for 
different people 

 Explain the impact of diversity in their own 
community 

Racism, Anti Racism, 
Prejudice, Ethnicity, 
Justice, Acceptance, 
Respect, Equality, 
Equity and Belonging 

What kind of world does 
God want? (Y3) 
Words and Actions – Which 
is most important? (Y3) 

How do Muslims show commitment to Allah? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1. What is commitment? 
1. How do people of faith show commitment? 

        2     How do the pillars frame a way of life for 
Muslims? 

2. How is commitment shown through the first 
two pillars of Islam? 

        3.    How does giving Zakat show commitment to 
Allah? 
        3.    How does Sawm show commitment to Allah? 
        4.     How does Hajj show commitment to Allah? 

4. What does pilgrimage mean to other faiths? 
5. What is it like to be a Muslim in Great Britain? 

Is it different in 

 Explore,  select, and organise ideas about Islam, 
drawing on sources and concepts  and express 
their understanding of concepts in theological 
terms; 

 Comment on connections between questions / 
beliefs / values / practices / ways of life, 
explaining their importance to different 
communities; 

 Develop insights of their own in exploring 
questions raised by the study of Islam relating to 
their own personal worldview; 

Monotheistic, 
Omniscient, 
Omnipotent, 
Commitment, 
Shahadah, Salah, 
Zakat, Sawm and Hajj 

 

What does it mean to be a 
Muslim? (Y2) 
How do Muslims live a 
faithful life? (Y2) 



 different parts of the world? 

6. Compare  commitment between two 
different faiths. What are the similarities and 
differences? 

 Reflect on possible connections between 
worldviews and the human search for meaning 
in life; 

 Ask and answer questions and present clearly 
their own views on matters whilst respectfully 
taking into account others’ viewpoint 

What is wisdom? 

Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
1.    What is the difference between 

knowledge and wisdom? 

              1.    How and why is wisdom discussed in the 
Bible? 
              2.    Who was Solomon and what did God give 
him? 
              2.    What does wisdom mean to us in our 
lives? 

 Explore, gather, select, and organise ideas 
about wisdom, drawing on Bible stories. 

 Suggest some ways in which different people 
might interpret wisdom 

 Describe the impact of wisdom for different 
people in different situations  

 Suggest what might happen as a result of their 
own and others’ thinking, attitudes or actions, 
drawing on examples from their learning 

Wisdom, Knowledge Walking through the Bible 
How did the Church begin? 
(Y5) 

Why do Christians call ‘Good Friday’ good? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. What do you already know about the days 
leading up to Good Friday? 

 1.    What do the key texts say about the week 
leading up to Good Friday? 

 2.    What do you know and understand about 

Jesus’ journey to the cross?  

 3.    What impact would the journey have on you 

and your beliefs? 

 4.    Why was the tomb empty and what does it mean 
for Christians? 

 Explore, gather, select, and organise ideas about 
lent and Holy week from a variety of key texts, 
sources and concepts  

 Suggest some ways in which different people 
might interpret texts about Good Friday  

 Describe the impact of the journey Jesus took on 
Good Friday for different people 

 Develop insights of their own in exploring 
questions raised by the study Lent and Holy 
Week, relating to their own personal worldview 

 Reflect on possible connections between what 
they have learnt and what impact it has on 
them as individuals 

Resurrection, 
Forgiveness, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday 
(Holy Friday)  
and Salvation 
 

 

How do Easter symbols help 
us to understand Easter? 
(Y2) 
How does Holy Communion 
build a Christian 
community? (Y4) 

How does the Torah help Jewish people to understand what being Jewish means? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 



1. Why is Abraham Important to Jewish people? 
2. How did Abraham show belief in One God? 
3. What is the Torah and why is it so important 

to Jewish people? 
4. What would be your words of inspiration to 

have inside a mezuzah to influence you? 
4.     How does the Shema encourage Jewish 

people to keep their faith alive? 
5. How does the role of a Jewish person change 

after their Bar/Bat Mitzvah? 
6. What ideas from religions and/or worldviews 

might you choose? 
6      What rite of passage would you create, for 
the end of your time in primary school, as a 
covenant of how you will live your life? 

 Draw on key texts and sources to explore, 
gather, select and organise ideas about 
Abraham, his place in the Jewish faith and how 
he showed belief in One God; 

 Explain how The Torah is the principal sacred 
text of Judaism, how it is used and how it 
expresses Jewish beliefs; 

 Suggest some ways in which different Jewish 
people might interpret The Torah; 

 Share what inspires and influences them and 
how it can make a difference to themselves and 
others; 

 Recognise and explain, with accurate 
vocabulary, how a Bar/Bat Mitzvah impacts a 
Jewish young person for their Jewish life 
following this rite of passage; 

 Gather, select and organise ideas from religions 
and/or worldviews, drawing on key texts, 
sources and concepts to inform their creation 
of a rite of passage to mark the end of their 
time in primary school; 

 Reflect on the impact of beliefs and practices, 
contained within their rite of passage, on their 
life in the future. 

Abraham/Abram, 
belief, monotheistic, 
Midrash, Torah, 
sacred, Mezuzah, 
Shema, Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah, mitzvot and 
covenant. 
 

How does belonging to a 
synagogue help a Jewish 
person in their faith? 
What is the story? (Y3) 

What does it mean to live a good life? 
Key Questions Expected Outcomes Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 

1. Does it matter how we live?  
       1.  Are there rules for how we live? Where can 
these rules be found? 
       2.     How do your school vision and values help 
the school community to live well together? 
       3.    What have you learned from other religions 
and beliefs about living a good life? 
       4.     What have you learned from the community 
or others about living a good life? 
       4.     How are ideas similar or different? 
       5.     What does ‘living a good life mean to you?  

 Explore, gather, select, and organise ideas about  
what they believe in and why 

 Suggest some ways in which different people 
might interpret rules for living and what they 
base them on 

 Describe the impact of beliefs and practices for 
different people 

 Suggest what might happen as a result of their 
own and others’ thinking, attitudes or actions, 
drawing on examples from their learning 

 

 All learning from (R), (Y1), 
(Y2), (Y3), (Y4), (Y5) and (Y6) 



       5.     How is what you have learned going to 
influence you as you leave primary school? 

 

 


